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Stand for Children goes the extra mile to gather parent feedback as key decisions about pre-k are 

made in the months ahead 

 

Today, Stand for Children Louisiana released the results of a statewide survey of parents, 

grandparents, and guardians to understand their perspective about early childhood education in 

Louisiana. Earlier this year, Louisiana enacted the Louisiana Early Childhood Act which directs the 

Louisiana Department of Education to create an Early Childhood Care and Education Network to 

improve the quality of all publicly-funded early childhood programs. In January 2013, the Louisiana 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education is required to approve the state’s plan for early 

childhood education.   

 

While Act 3 requires the Louisiana Department of Education to convene three stakeholder groups—

the BrightStart Early Childhood Advisory Council, the Nonpublic School Commission, and the Child 

Care Association of Louisiana—to provide feedback on the development of the Early Childhood Care 

and Education Network, it does not specifically call for input from one of the most important voices 

in the development of the Early Childhood Network: parents.  

 

As a result, Stand for Children Louisiana conducted a survey of parents across Louisiana to 

determine how parents have made their choices and what they value about their children’s early 

childhood programs. The survey was shared with the public via the Stand for Children Louisiana 

website and paper versions of the survey were offered to several schools across the state.   

 

“Stand for Children Louisiana developed this survey so that parents had the opportunity to infuse 

their voice and wishes for their children into the decision-making process,” said Monica Candal, 

Policy and Data Analyst at Stand for Children. “In addition, this provided us a way to gather 

information related to how parents perceive the quality of Louisiana’s early childhood programs.” 

 

 

 

 



The principal findings of the survey were as follows: 

 

 Parents and guardians believe that learning (81.1%) and teaching quality (69.9%) are the 

most important attributes of early childhood programs. 

 Parents with higher levels of educational attainment are more likely to effectively investigate 

their options for early childhood programs, and they are more likely to be satisfied with 

their child’s early childhood programs. 

 Parents and guardians overwhelmingly support state-developed expectations for 

Kindergarten readiness (95.5%). 

 Parents with lower levels of educational attainment were more likely to be turned away from 

early childhood programs and to be dissatisfied with their child’s program. 

 A majority of parents and guardians are satisfied with their child’s program (96.2%) and 

with their child’s teacher (94.7%). In fact, satisfaction with the programs was significantly 

correlated to their satisfaction with the teacher, indicating that the quality of teaching is very 

important to parents and guardians when choosing an early childhood program.  

 

Based upon our findings, Stand for Children Louisiana makes the following recommendations as 

the state develops the plan for early childhood education: 

 

1. Public reports of the quality of early childhood programs should include a measure of 

children’s learning in the program and the teaching quality in the program.  

2. Special effort must be made to reach out to low-income communities to make sure that 

they are well informed about the attributes of high-quality programs and that they are able 

to effectively exercise their choice. 

3. The state must expand access to quality early childhood programs by increasing the 

availability of high-quality programs through additional funding and incentives, which can 

be accomplished by streamlining current early childhood funding sources, increasing the 

state and local allocations to early childhood programs, or by establishing statewide or local 

foundations to supplement existing early childhood funding sources. 

 

“I'm very pleased that parents were given an opportunity to share their thoughts and feelings about 

their child's education, specifically on how we can better create high-quality early childhood 



programs,” stated Vicky Broussard, a prekindergarten teacher in Calcasieu Parish. “It is extremely 

vital that parents and educators work together to create strong programs and ensure our students 

are given the best opportunity for success.” 

 

Stand Louisiana’s distribution of the survey resulted in 156 responses with 85.3% of respondents 

indicating that they had children under five. Approximately 45% of respondents had a Bachelor’s 

degree or higher.  Also, respondents came from across Louisiana with the majority located in 

Central Louisiana (33.3%) and Southeast Louisiana (38.5%). 

 

Graduating from high school prepared for college starts early in a child’s life, and Stand for 

Children Louisiana’s mission is to ensure that all children, regardless of their background, graduate 

from high school prepared for, and with access to, a college education. To that end, we educate and 

empower parents to demand excellent public schools. Stand’s Early Childhood Survey gives 

parents, grandparents, and guardians the opportunity to participate their feedback is intended to 

provide decision makers with information from parents that can help to inform the development of 

a plan to provide all of Louisiana’s youngest students with access to an early childhood program 

that will ensure their success in K-12 and beyond.   
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